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FOG I N  DICKENS 

Probably no other writer has done s o  

the climate of England familiar t o  dwellers i n  

much t o  make the character is t ics  of  

other parts of the English-speaking 

world a6 Charles Pickens, Weather enters ,  s o  t o  speak, in to  the warp and woof of 

h is  novels, 

ed upon by more than one writer. 

i n  "The Dial" contains the following: 

Take fog, f o r  example. I t s  prevalence i n  h i s  s tor ies  has been comment? 

Thus an a r t i c l e  published a kood many years ago 

"'London particular'-as the l i t t l e  attorney i n  tBleak House' c a l l s  i t ,  

half out of affect ionate  p r ide -d r i f t s  througk the oponing pages of 'A Christmas 

Carol' ,  sharpening Old Scrooge's temper and serving t o  intensify the b i t t e r  cold, 

while at the same time emphasizing the snug indoor comforts of Christmas Eve. 

the keginning of 'Bleak House' we enter a n  exceedingly thick fog, which, as claim- 

A t  

ing acquaintance with a kindred s p i r i t ,  eddies r m d  and pervades the Court of 

Chancery. 

scape i n  this novel. 

lock's place down i n  I,incbEnshire. 

is the  scence of Pip's ear ly adventures i n  'Great Expectations!. 

meets the convict i n  the old church yard, the rima lies l i k e  spidorsl webs oh,*the 

hedges and tho grass, and a thiclc m i s t  comes rol l ing up f r o m  t h o  rivere 

grazing on the marshos, the ga t e s  and dikes, a l l  come rushing through the fog at 

the conscienc~gmit ten l i t t l e  Pip, with the s tolen pock pie i n  his  pocket." 

Indeed, fog and mist and r a i n  seem t o  hover perpetually over the land- 

men  n o t  v i s ib l e  i n  Lonaon, they are sure t o  be at b d -  

The Kentish country, with i t s  foggy marshes, 

m e n  the child 

The,CaMle 

( A l l  rights resewed by Science Service, Inc.) 

-..-- 
SCIENCE SERVICE 

Washington, D o  C. 
21st and B StS,, 


