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mow? rnS'1FALTS 

The heavy shomcr of dust that f e l l  over Poland and adjacect countries 

last Apr i l  has been traced t o  tho effect8 of orri-nds i n  blowing up the dry s o i l  of 

southern Russia aorth o f  the Black Soa; bpt i n  a majority of tho striking events 

of t h i s  c b r a c t o r  rocorded i n  Europe the dust has cane from thc Sahara desert* It 

is sonctincs callod "sirocco b s tn  

century were those of  idarch 9 t o  l2, 1901, ,and F3b. 22 t o  23, 1903, 

mo other r0marlr;alble casos awing the presant 

In the middlo ages thcse dusty shovers ware regardcd mith great terror;  

espscially- vhon r a in  fa1li::g at, tho same time was rtlddened by the dust and was m i s -  

taka1 f o r  blood. Tmard tho  niddla of thno nineteenth cent- i3b.e nell-lcnorm Ge- 

m a n  naturalist C. (3. Ehreiiberg advaiced tho curious hypt 'msis  that there existed 

pormaxcntly i n  tho upper atmosphore a mass of suspended microorganisms, m a w  

diatoms, and that dustfalls occurrod whenever thi$ 11-ppor stratum was so  distorted 

a6 t o  como i n  contact n i th  tho earth, So vas Id. $0 t3is opinion by finding i n  

samplcs of fa l lon dust l i v ing  diatoss  belonging t o  specios supposod t o  be peculiar 

t o  rmoto parts of tho vrorld; especially Sout3. &erica. He thoreforo f e l t  bound 

t o  assunle that they cam from ?n  aerial ocean of  l i f e  t'nrzt was continually being 

replenished by organisms l i f t e d  by air currants i n  differant regions of the earth. 

30 Sai?aran origin of most liropean dustfal ls  i s  now provod not 

uorely by analyses of tho dust but ospocially by nc twl ly  tracing the cowso of 

tho 6ust-boaring minds by means of rroczther maps' 
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