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SNOAl CRYSTNS 

The beau t i fu l  and endless ly  va r i ed  forms assumed by snow c r y s t a l s  a r e  

much more famillar t o  most people through t h e  p i c tu re s  of them published i n  books 

than through personal  observa t ion  of tho c r y s t a l e  themselves. The b e s t  time t o  ob- 

6erve them, with O r  without t h e  a i d  of a magnifying-glass, i s  when @now is j u s t  bel. 

g inning t o  fal l  i n  calm air and *on t h e  c r y s t a l s  f a l l  on EL dark s u r f a c e ,  such as Q 

blt ac k coa t  -sl e eve . I 

I 

As t he  fall of snow inc reases ,  many c r y s t a l s  reach the  e a r t h  in a damaged 

condi t ion,  on account of c o l l i s i o n s  with o t h e r s  during t h e i r  downward passage. 

Moreover, many of them u s u a l l y  combine i n t o  congloinerates of c r y s t a l  fragments,  form- 

h g  snowflakes,  so  t h a t  t h e  form6 of the  ind iv idua l  c r y s t a l s  cennot be d is t inguished ,  

Most snow f a l l s  i n  f l a k e s  i n  o u r  l a t i t u d e s ,  while i n  the  polqr  regions the  s i n g l e  

CrYSfeLEs  are  somewhat more commo~k 

The margins of  snowflakes a r e  turned up s l i g h t l y ,  on account of the  r e s i s t -  

ance of t h e  air through which they have f a l l e n .  The largest f l ake6  exceed f o u r  

inches i n  diameter,  
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