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- THE DIVEPSITY OF ICE 

' I c e  is a pro tean  substance.  F a l l i n g  from the  sky i n  t i n y  c r y s t a l s ,  sep- 

arate o r  l oose ly  agyregated,  i t  c o n s t i t u t e s  snow. That famous impresario of win ter  

wonders, W i l s o n  A. Eent ley ,  h a s  photographed more than four thousand mow c r y s t a l s  

through h i s  microscope and no two were exac t ly  alike. The i ce  on our windowpanes 

forms t r a c e r y  i n  an  endless  v a r i e t y  of pa t t e rns .  Cirrus clouds are composed of ice. 

How many k inds  a r e  the re?  

capable of inrlef i n i t e  subc la s s i f i ca t ion .  

Som s p e c i a l i s t s  recognize twenty o r  t h i r t y  types,each 

Hail arid two o the r  c l a s s e s  of h a i l - l i k e  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  -- s l e e t  and graupel  
I .  

--are forms of ice.  Some fogs cons i s t  of ice .  So does 'hoarfrost .  Snow and i c e  i n  

the mass a r e  var ious ly  i d e n t i f i e d  as snowfields ,  n{v& f i e l d s , '  g l a c i e r s  of s eve ra l  

So r t s ,  ground i c e ,  anchor i c e  ... and so on. One genus of f rozen water -- sea ice 

-- includea such spec ie s  as icebergs ,  f i e l d  i c e ,  d r i f t  i c e ,  pancake i c e ,  b rash  and 

growlers.  

NO wonder severa l  b i g  b o o b  have been w r i t t e n  on the n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  of 

i ce .  One of them, by Dr. Dobrowolski s t i l l ,  unfor tuna te ly ,  awai t ing  t r a n s l a t i o n  

from P o l i s h  i n t o  sone more widely familiar tongue - contains  near ly  a thousand Faqes. 
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