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WHAT IS A BLIZZARD? 

One o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of  what we now ca l l  a b l i z z a r d  was w r i t t e n  

by Henry E l l i s ,  who made a voyago t o  Hudson Bay i n  t h e  year  1746, and win tered  

n e a r  York Factory.  

n o t  on ly  on account  of thc? i n t o n s o ' c o l d  b u t  also owing t o  the  a i r  b e i n g  f i l l e d  

wi th  f i n e ,  hard  p a r t i c l e s  o f  snow, which mado i t  almost unbearablo.  

He spoaks  o f  t h e  northwest  wind as being oxcceding1.y t r y i n g ,  

E l l i s  did n o t  use t h e  word " b l i z z a r d " ,  and t h o  h i s t o r y  of  t h i s  word i s  

shrouded i n  o b s c u r i t y .  Thcro have been many s p e c u l a t i o n s  about  i t s  o r i g i n &  Accord- 

i n g  t o  the  m e t e o r o l o g i s t  F e r r o l ,  t h o  word may have o r i g i n a t e d  among t h e  Gormans of 

Dakota,who a r e  said t o  havo c n l l o d  such winds t l b l i t z a r t i g l l ,  meaning " l i g h t n i n g -  

like", from which " b l i z z a r d "  arose ELS a c o r r u p t i o n ,  

grapher ,  s a y s  i t  is  an  o l d  Engl i f ih  torm,while some c u r r e n t  encyclopedias  stat0 

t h a t J  i n  t h e  form ' t b l e a s s r d , t t  i t  i s  s t i l l  c u r r e n t  i n  t h e  d i a l e c t  of  Lancashire .  

K O  mention o f  i t  o c c u r s ,  however, i n  Wright 's  huge ItEnglish D i a l e c t  Dict ionary".  

I n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  t h o  word,in i t s  p r o s c n t  sens8,hRs been t r a c e d  back o n l y  t o  t h e  

s i x t i e s  of the  l as t  century.  

Frank  H.Vizote l ly , the  1 C X i C O -  

Tho t r u e  b l i z z a r d  i s  R combinntion of high wind, i n t e n s e  co ld  and an abundance 

Of f i n o  snow i n  t h e  air. 

word " b l i z z a r d t 1  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  t o  any heavy snowctorm, accompanied by more o r  

I n  r e c e n t  yec.rs t h e r a  has been R tendency t o  apply tho  

l e s s  wind- Of genuine b l i z z a r d s  t h e  wors t  a r e  undoubtodly those  t h a t  p r e v a i l  on 

tho  s h o r e s  of  A n t a r c t i c a ,  as doscr ibcd  i n  S i r  Do&las Mawson's book,  "The Homo 

of  t h e  B l i z z a r d t f .  
( A l l  r i g h t s  resorvod by Science S e r v i c e ,  I n c . )  
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