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ALVUTAC VTtAWR PFEDICTIONS 

!Fhe almanacs f o r  1529 are out .  Some o f  them conta in  p r e d i c t i o n  of the 

Year's weather, b n t  t.ly,e propor t ion  of t'nose t h a t  do not is m c h  l a r g e r  than i t  mas 

a <enera t ion  ago, It is i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  f i n d  t h a t  some of these  publ ica t ions  not  

only omit t h i s  Once un ive r sa l  f e a t u r e  of almanacs, b u t  take pail ls  to  explain why 

they do not  cons ider  i t  worthy of space i n  t h e i r  pacyes. The fo l lowicg  is f r o m  the 

admirable North American Almanac, publ ished i n  Chicago: 

"Th,ere are many a l l eged  f o r e c a s t a r s  plho iss-ae p red ic t ions  f o r  a seas32 

and even a year  i n  advance, bu t  these have abso)utel;y co Sasis. The authors. . .  

simply p a r c e l  ou t  t h e  va r ious  kinds of mather i n  pa tches ,  p u t t h <  f i r s t ,  f o r  

i n s t ance ,  a w a r m  wave, then a l i t t l e  r a i n ,  l a t e r  a coli! wave f o r  a fern days, with 

"e quack forecasters er,deavor to  hoodvink the p u b l i c  under the guise  o f  

'p lane tary  meteorology,'  b u t  they m i g h t  just as wel l  t e l l  us t h a t  they f e e l  of the 

goosebone o r  consul t  the groundhog. 

mysterious movements or' the p l a n e t  Vulcan, though astronomers unanimously agree that 

there  is no such heavenly body,ft 

They pretend t o  place m c h  dependence upon thL+ 
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