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QtI ldATIC .CONDITIONS AT AIXPORTS 

As a i rpo r t s  must be located near large centers of  pqu la t ion ,  i t  m i g h t  

at first sight, t ha t  c l imat ic  e t a t i s t i c s  could have no bearing upon the 

selection of t h e i r  s i tee ,  me f ind ,  however, that some of the meteorological con- 

di t ions of m o s t  importance i n  aviati'on vary widely within small areas. Thus i n  the 

Qnvirons of a given c i t y  there  may be places 

fog than othors. 

Great Lakes. 

the average fog frequency of d i f ferent  loca l i t i es .  In  general low-lying d i s t r i c t s ,  * 

that a re  decidely more subj3ct t o  

This i s  par t icular ly  t rue  along the coasts of the oceans and the 

Near $an Francisco, f o r  example, there  is a very marked a ivers i ty  i n  

especially along streams, a r e  foggier than uplands. 

There there i s  a decided predominence of  winds from one quarter,  the 

Vi s ib i l i t y  may be expected t o  be begter on the windward side of the c i t y  than on 

the leeward sido owing t o  the d r i f t  o f  smoke and dust. Again, there a r e  often 

groat contrasts  between.neighboring l o c a l i t i e s  i n  the average strength o f  the minds, 

a d  especially i n  t he i r  gustiness;  ae  both o f  these fac tors  a r e  affected by t o p -  

ography, The prevailing direct ion o f  the ninds i s  8 matter of  importance i n  corm 

nection with the  orientation of hangare and the layout o f  runvaysd while average 

r a in fa l l  and snowfall may not vary much within small areas ,  there is frequently a 

marked differerne between the f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  drainage and smaw removal at one place 

and those found at another, SO that i t  may be of advantage to' know how much p r e c i p  

i ta t ion  i s  t o  be expected, on an average, and how i t  var ies  with season, etc. 

advisable preliminary t o  establishing an airport .  
iJiUnicipa1 A i r p o r t  was selected on the basis of such a survey; which lasted a Year 
and involved the use of elaborate equipment ins ta l led  at the various proposed s i t e s  
around the ciky, 

- 
In  view o f  these f ac t s ,  a thorough local meteorological s&rvey i s  an  
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