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No word connected with weather has beon the subject df m r e  controversy 

than "blizzardn, 

uni ted S t a t e s  a f t e r  the middle of the nineteenth century, a f t e r  having been used i n  

It began to  be used i n  i t s  present sense In the middle western 

various other  senses In tha t  par t  of the world and elsewhere. A plausible account 

of the way i t  entered the venthar vocabulary mas published not long ago by A.W*Read, 

of the University o f  Missouri. 

A newspaper ca l led  the  northern Vindicator (now cal led the Vindicator and 

Republican) has been published at Es therv l l le ,  lo=, since 1868. One of the id le re  

who hung about the  of f ice  of this paper in  i t s  ear ly  days mas an odd character 

kn0.n t o  the community as "Li&tninlff E l l i s ,  h i s  nickname being a Jocular a l l u s i o n  

. t o  the f a c t  that he vas regarded as the slowest man i n  t o m ,  This man had a pic- 

turesque lingo o f  his o m ,  ard was i n  the habft  of applying the word n,%+,izzard" to 

any s t a r t l i n g  phenomenon of nature. 

the e d i t o r  of t h e  Vindicator, O.C. Bates,  Tho was also fond of outlandish expressions, 

wanted a name f o r  it. 

A cold,  snom-lnden mind s t ruck  the t o m ,  and 

Ee called it a llblizzardfl, and mentioned E l l i s  as h i s  author- 

i t y ,  

example of tbe tern: a r e  now extant,  I t  does, honlever, appear i n  the columns of the 

same newspaper as e a r l y  as April  23, 1870, and frequently a f t e r  that  date. 

So r e  a r e  to ld ,  but no copies of the Vindicator containing this supposed f irst  
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