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t WHY THE WEATHER 'I Mailed December 29,1928 _. 

By Charles  Fitzhugh Talman,  
Authori ty  on Meteorology 

AMERICAN T0FN~I)OES IN 1928 

Pre l iminary  f i g u r e s  announced by H. C. Hunter, t he  tornado s p e c i a l i s t  

of t h e  u, S D  Weather Bureau, snow t h a t  more tornadoes occurred i n  the  United S t a t e s  

i n  3928 than  i n  any previous  year s i n c e  the  Bureau began c o l l e c t i n g  d e t a i l e d  statis- 

t i c s  of theee  storms. As compared with an average of about LOO a yea r ,  t h e r e  were 

185 tornadoes r e p o r t e d  up t o  December 1, This enumeration may be regarded as n e a r l y  

a8 tornadoes  r a r e l y  occur i n  December, 

In c o n t r a s t  t o  t he  l a r g e  number of  s torms,  t h e  a t t endan t  loss of l i f e  

was e x c e p t i o n a l l y  small -L v i z ,  78 -- whereas the  average i n  p a s t  years  has been 

about 150 dea ths  f o r  each 50 tornadoes repor ted .  The t o t a l  p roper ty  l o s s e s  f o r  the 

Y e w  a r e  e s t i m a t e d  at between twelve and fifteen m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  T h i s  f i g u r e  is 

somewhat above t h e  average but far below t h a t  of t h e  worst yea r s r  

In losses of bc th  life and p rope r ty  the  most d i s a s t r o u s  tornado of 1928 

vas the one t h a t  occurred a t  Rockford, Ill*, i n  September. 
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