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So far  as the f o r e s t s  of North America are concerned, t he  most remarkable 

cane of Findbreak on record  was unrtoubtedly the ~tOlympic blowdownf' of January 29, 

1921, which devasta.te6. ar: immense f o r e s t  area on the Olympic Peninsula o f  western 

Kashington, A v e r i t a b l e  hu r r i cane ,  due supposedly to  a small "secondarylr cyc lonic  

d is turbance  that moved in l and  from the P a c i f i c ,  f e l l e d  b i g  t r e e s  i n  v a s t  numbers. 

m e  t o t a l  amomt of f a l l e n  timber was es t ima ted  a t  8,000,000,000 board f e e t ;  about 

equal  t o  one - f i f th  of  the annual consumption of mood i n  the  United S ta t e s .  

A sing12 storm i n  'November, 1893, blew &own 1,850,000 t r e e s  i n  tmo count ies  

of Scot land.  It i s  probable ,  hovever,  t h a t  the greatest devas t a t ion  of  t r e e s  by 

mind i n  a l l  h i s t o r y  was t h a t  which a t tended  the f a l l  of a monster meteor i te  i n  

Yenisei  Provlnce,  S i b e r i a ,  on June 30, 1908. The scene of the fa l l ,  which is i n  a n  

almost i naccess ib l e  v i lde rneso  no r th  of  the RStony* Tunguska River ,  has only r ecen t ly  

been explored by an expedi t ion  l e d  by L. A. mlik. 

a i r  vave spread out  i n  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s ,  f e l l i n g  the t r e e s  over  an  a r e a  sa id  t o  amount 

Vhen the meteor i te  o r  a gre a t i o n  
of me teo r i t e s  s t r u c k  the  e a r t h ,  i n  the h e a r t  o f  a primeval f o r e s t ,  an  irres ? f  s t i  le 

to  thousands o f  square ki lometers .  The t r e e s ,  many o f  .rhich are of great s i z e ,  a l l  

l i e  fanvrise, with their tops po in t ing  outwar&, I n  a broad c i r c u l a r  zone surrounding 

a l a r g e  c e n t r a l  a r e a ,  which has been swept e n t i r e l y  bare .  Most o f  the  region was 

seared  by f i r e  as well as b l a s t e d  by wind. 
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