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In  a nom book by J o i w e s  C. Anderson, "Myths and Legends of the Poly- 

nesianstf, much information i s  @van concerning tho picturesque weather lore ,  rnythi- 

c a l  and otherwise, prevail ing amongst the South Sea Islanders,  Naturally theawinds 

Play a leading part. 

t o  him at tho edge o f  the horizon through which he blew at pleasure. 

They w0re the children of Raka, am3 each had a hole a l l o t t e d  

Raka also had 

a basket i n  which t o  confine the  winds; which reminds us o f  how, i n  the Odysoey, 

Q e o h s  gives Ulysses the contrary winds t i e d  up i n  a bag. 

t o  be pieces of bark c lo th ,  which the goddess Ina i s  forever s t re tching out t o  dry 

The w h i t o  clouds a re  said 

and bleach on tho blue sky. 

The Polynesians dis t inguish thirty-two winds of d i f ferent  directions,  each 

having a more o r  less picturesque name. 

the " t e r r ib l e  northeast", on account o f  the  great violence with which i t  blows i n  

hurricanes. 

The north-northeast wind is  called Maoake-ta, 

Mr. Anderson says:  "there was a n  unfai l ing natural  indication o f  the ag- 

Proach of  a cyclone, expressed i n  the saying, !Twisted is the core of the banana.' 

This twisting takes place some weeks before the coming of a hurricane." 
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