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SNOV CRYSTAL STUDIES - 
"ate philosophers," wrote Cotton Mather more than two centuries ago  Itby 

the help of the inicroscope, have observed the wonderful wisdom of God i n  the figure 

of the snow; each flake i s  usually o f  a s t e l l a t e  form and of six angles of exact 

equal length f r o m  the  center, I t  i e a l i t t l e  star. A great m n  speaks of i t  with 

admiration that, i n  a body s o  familiar as the snow i s ,  no philosopher should for  

m a n y  ages take notice of a thing s o  obvious as the f igure of i t ,  

who l ived  i n  t h i s  last age, i s  acknowledged t o  be  the f i r s t  man that acquainted the 

world with the sexangu1a.r f igure of the snow." 

The Learned Kepler, 

m i l e  Kepler, as s ta ted,  was the f i r s t  pei.son t o  c a l l  a t ten t ion  t o  the 

six-angled form of snow c rys t a l s ,  the fact  that these c rys ta l s  a re  sometimes star-  

shaped was noted by Albertus Magnus i n  the t u r t e e n t h  century. 

drawings o f  snow crys ta l s  appear in a work by Olaus Magnus, Archbishop of Upsala, 

published at Rome i n  1555, Ei ther  blaus or the R b m a  engraver who reproduced h i s  

drawings made f r ee  use of imagination, so that  we find i n  the collection such im- 

possible things as crescents, crowns, figures l i ke  a human hand, e tch  

The f i r s t  laor in  

More nearly accurate pictures  of snow crystals were published by Ddscartes 

i n  1637 and by Erasms BarthoZinus i n  1660. 

t ion  of such pictures  drawn with the aid of the microscope appears i n  Robert HodkH'lG 

So f a r  as known, the e a r l i e s t  collec- 

famous work "Micrographiafi, which shows more than a hundred different  formsb 
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