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A T W C H E 4  VIUDS 

No winds on ear th ,  with the possible exception o f  tornadoes, are  more vio- 

l en t  o r  more destructive within l imited areas than the b l a s t s  that msh out i n  f ront  

of a large and rapidly descending avalanche o r  landslide. These winds f e l l  b ig  t rees ,  

demolish houses and t e a r  t o  shreds the clothing of persons exposed t o  them. 

I n  January, 1917, an avalanche occurred on one slope of a ravine at the 

f o o t  of Mount h e m ,  Alaska. On the opposite bank o f  the ravine, more than 50 fee t  

ekove i t s  bed, s tood  three cabins. Though these buildings were untouched by the 

descending snow, they were blown t o  pieces by the avalanche wind and the i r  fragments 

were carr ied 100 f ee t  up the slope. I n  the c i ty  of Jmeau, ths nearest par t  of  which 

ms  a quarter of a mile from where the avalanche occurred, a l a t e r a l  gust f i l l e d  the 

n i r  with a blinding whirl of snow and the town was enveloped i n  a p a l l  cd'sembdarknes 

that l a s t ed  several minutes. 

I n  the year 1819 an ice  avalanche, detached from a g lac ie r ,  descended the 

Precipitous flank of the Teisshorn, i n  Switzerland, f a l l i n g  R distance.of 9,000 feet .  

&ar the place where i t  cairn t o  r e s t  was the v i l lage  of  Banda. 

lage was touched by the i ce ,  but the wind scattered the houses l i ke  chaff: the 

No par t  o f  the v i l -  

steeple of  the church, a, massive building of StOil6,WR6 broken doLm; millstones were 

l i f t e d  f r o m  the ground and deposited at points several yards higher; and pondQr0u.s 

beams were blown in to  a forest  nearly a mile away. 
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