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Against avalanches, as against most o k h r  potentially disastrous visita- 

tions of nature, mankind has devised ti number of  i n e o u o  means of protection. The 

Of forests i n  this connection ie generally Tecognized. The protective woode 

an Alpine slopes, known as f13annwaeldern, have h e n  strictly preserved for centurieg. 

and the cutting of trees in themlas at one time pursishable by death. 

Many of the places where avalanches originate are, however, far above tim- 

In Switzerland, in euch case6,WB11S ber-line or are too rocky to permit b e e  growth. 

Of stone or wood, terraces, ditches or TOWS of poste are constructed to impede the 

Eliding of snow down the slopes. 

ings by placing on their up-slope sidea.  bastion-like stone structure, the salient 

angle of vhich is designed to split the ava’lanc’He as it descends. 

In some districts it is customary to protect build- 

In all mountainous countries subject to avalanches railroads must be pro- 

tected at various points by means of tunnels or snow-sheds, but these costly Can- 

structions are often rendered ineffective by the occurrence of avalanches at inter- 

mediate places. 
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