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Authority on Meteorblogy 

mKENccIuF OIWLA LIGHTS UP 

Now i s  the season when an occasional v i s i t  from Jack Frost ,  o r  the expect- 

a t ion o f  one, enuses a spectacular illumination of the c i t ru s  groves i n  southern 

California. Last winter the total area of groves protected by orchard-heating i n  

that  region amounted t o  215,325 acres. 

3,000,000 oil-burning heaters ,  which require,  for  one f i l l i n g ,  nearly 18,000,000 gal- 

The equipment includes something l i ke  

lons o f  o i l .  

able number of  heaters tLat burn briquets i n  place of o i l .  On an average the groves 

are  l ighted up about three times each winter, but the heating does not always last 

a l l  night, 

Each heater burns about a gallon an hour. There are a l s o  a consider- 

While most of the oil-'aurning heaters now used in  the s t a t e  are o f  the 

newer pat terns  that eliminate the smoke nuisance, a good many of the old-fashioned 

open-pan type are s t i l l  spreading grime over the landscape. The smoke and o i ly  soot 

given o f f  by these pans, s a p  Floyd D. Young, o f  the Weather Bureau, "throws a black 

p a l l  over the d i s t r i c t s  i n  which the heaters are  burned, and as it d r i f t s  slowly a- 

way it  passes over other communities, scat ter ing soot and d i r k  as i t  travels. The 

use of t h i s  type of  heater often proves t o  be expensive t o  the grower i n  the long 

run. 

t o  remove en t i re ly ,  and the increased washing and scrubbing at the packinp; bum 

often r e su l t s  i n  heavy decay." 

Aheavy coating of greasy s o o t  on oranges o r  lemons i s  d i f f i c u l t  o r  impossible 
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