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but these tenis  do not cmvey .rev precise mearinss. 'Phis f ac t  becomes e spec id ly  

apparent when one attempts t o  answer the qpestion TiHow mildPtr o r  "How severe'ln o r  t o  

compare different  winters with one another nit l i  respect t o  t he i r  mildness o r  severi'yy 

Prof. &J, Henry, of the United States Weather Bureau, has introduced a 

method of classifying winters on the basis of  temperature. He starts with the de- 

partures of the mean temperatures f o r  December, January and February from the noxxal 

values f o r  the sane months, adds them algebraically and divides the sum by thrce,  

thus ge t t ing  a figure representing the temperature-departure f o r  the winter as a 

whole. 

the normal for the three winter months,in Fahrenheit degrees, were: Dec., -0,2; CLan,, 

Tor example, at Vasliington during the winter of  1924-25 the departures f rom 

-0.k; Feb., 47.2. The sum of these figures divided by three gives a departure fo-: 

the winter of plus 2.4 degrees. Winters at WasNngton c lass i f ied  on this basis xc3;rig3 

f r o m  the very warm one of 1889-90, wit11 a plus departure of  9,'8, t o  the very cold one 

o f  1909-10, with a minus departure of  5,5. 

Dr, Gustav He1lman.n has c lass i f ied  the winters at Berlin i n  a somewhat 

different  way. The mean temperature i n  centigrnde degrees f o r  each day of  the rnonLFs 

Uovember, December and Jmq i s  taken. 

low 32 ddgrees Fahr.) are  added together. 

meens) i s  the ncharacter-mber" f o r  the minter, 

authority,  Dr. Bodman, has worked out  a formula f o r  c lass i fying weather and clkiate 
on the bas i s  of temperature a d  wind combined. By means of  th i s  f o d a  he hR6 ob- 
tained a scale ,  the numbers of which have been used fo r  comparing atmospheric cLn- 
di t ions i n  different  pa r t s  of the polar regions. The most I1severel1 rsather  i n  the 
world, according t o  this conception, i s  probably t o  be  fowd i n  the border area of 
the Antarctic continent that Sir Douglas Mawson characterized as "the horns o f  tha 
blizzard". 

Of these the values below zero (Le. ,  be- 

The Tesult ( the ~ u m  of  the negative dai ly  

Mnce wind has much t o  do with our sensations o f  helat and cold, a Swedish 

(All rig3ts reserved by Science Service,Inc.) 
--3- 

SCIENCE SERVICE, 
21st and B S t s . ,  
Washington, D,'C. 


