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A century ago weather observers were ram m d  good wdather instruments 

were men rarer.  I n  London, long before the o f f i c i a l  Meteorological Office was e s -  

tablished, the principal weather record f o r  the world's greatest  c i t y  was the 

"Meteorological Journal Xept at the Apartments o f  the Royal Society", which i s  a p  

pended t o  many of  the ear ly  volumes of the Societyrs "Philosophical Transactions". 

Fhe primitive methods of keeping th i s  journal are  described i n  the f i r s t  edi t ion of 

J. B. Daniell ts  Weteorological EssaysU, published i n  1823. 

The barometer o f  the Society was crude i n  the extreme. I t  had been f i l l & .  

without boi l ing the mercury t o  remove the air and moisture. No corrections were 

applied t o  i t s  readings f o r  terrrperature o r  for variations i n  the level  o f  the mei'cuq? 

i n  the cistern.  The thermometers cme from an ordinam instment-makerts shop en6 

their graduationshad never been verified.  The Society possessed no vane o f  i t s  OT.), 

b u t  depended on one o f  the ordinzry non-scientific kind on R neighboring buildi::g, 

me elevation o f  the rain-gauge i s  stnted with ostentatious precisio? i x  

the published journal, wlzicli, however, fails t o  mention that the fimnel iirras placed 

immediately under the cowl o f  a chimney, end that i t  was one of the duties o f  the 

Society's c lerk "ever and anon" t o  pass a w i r e  up and down the pipe t o  c l ea r  i t  frv.?. 

accurmlated soot. 

prec ip i ta t ion  should vary with the wind, o r  that the amount of ra in  should be greater 

i n  Summer than i n  minteri 

W o  wonder," remarks Professor Daniell,  "that the quantity o f  

To object t o  an;y o f  the par t iculars  o f  the construction 

of the instrument a f t e r  this, o r  t o  complain that  the w t e r  is l e f t  t o  col lect  fos 

weeks and months before i t  i s  rnefisured, would  be coqs ra t ive ly  insignif icant  c:-5 k?-- 
c i  sm.'n 
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