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It i s  a paradoxical. f a c t  that tho%% cl i l ra t ic  data  f o r  a l l  p a r t s  o f  the 

c i v i l i z e d  world kave been norked u$ arid im31ished ii elaborate d e t a i l ,  these data  

a r e  qui te  inadequate to ansrer  the inwaxerable queetiom tha% a r e  constantly arising 

about par t icd .a r  fea tures  of climate. Tor exanple'. 

Eot  long  ago Professor Yard, the wel l -horn Earvard climatologist ,  was 

asked by an a r c h i t e c t  exactly mhat t7ei&t should be $lamed f o r  i n  bui lding r o o f s  

i n  a c e r t a i x  loca l i t y  to support t ce  heaviest  sno i  tha t  . n o d d  ever f a l l  upon them. 

1fQ-m queetion," sayx Professor Tar&, 

qu.ite so easy t o  give i n  the precise  f igures  &hat wero desired. Our ordinary 

"was  a reasonable one, but  the answer was not 

numerical data of snowfall include the mean annual an8 mean monthly dapthe, the 

nunber of  inches on the ground at the mididle and end of each month, and so on, bn t  

they do n o t  give the maximm depth o n  the ground a t  any one time during the period 

o f  observation. Even if they did,  as the mei&t of snon depends on i t s  density ma 

tk'e density is ;lot  tabulated, the exact weight i s  udmo~rn.  

"Engineers and a r c h i t e c t s  nould  be benefited if our snocrfall records vere 

more complete, I bel ieve maqy c i t y  bui lding ordinances regarding the nei&t tkat a 

f l a t  and a sloping roof  must be able t o  support might ne11 be revised.fl 
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