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Not every lminous c i r c l e  seen around the sun o r  noon i s  &ascribed by 

meteorologists as a tlhaloff. Tho c i rcu lar  band of relatively s d l  aagular d ime te r ,  

of which reddish brown is the prevail ing color, formed by fleecy clouds i s  a Ncorond\ 

2his i s  due t o  t h e  diffract ion of l i g h t  by mater drops. The h a l o  resu l t s  fron t>e 

presence of ice c rys ta l s  i n  th! atmosphere, and. it occms i n  a grea t  variety of f o r m s  

Some halos are c i r c l e s  around the source of l i g h t ,  while others assuqe other shapes 

and positions. 

The comiionost h a l o  i s  a c i r c l e  of 22 degrees radius, w i t h  the sun o r  noon 

at i t s  center. It i s  verzr comon whenever a v e t 1  of  c i r ro-s t ra tus  cloud covers t h e  

sky, 'kough it  is  colored, the colors are  f a in t  when t h e  moon is  the source of 

light, so that €he casual observer is likely t o  describe i t  as w h i t s .  V!en it sur-. 

rounds the sun a reddish inner border an6 traces of o the r  spectral  co lo r s  are general- 

l y  v i s ib le ,  but in order t o  see th i s  h a l o  readily one should l o o k  through dark glasg 

o r  e l se  stand i n  such a pocition ,t'nat the sun i s  be'nin3 the corner of a building or 

SQB other object .  

Circular h a l o s  of other angular dimens ions surrounding the luminary a re  

much rarer ,  though several var ie t ies  a re  known t o  science. 

dogs (parhelia a,nd paracelenae), also known as nock s u x  an& nock moons, are not un- 

Colored sundogs and moo?lr 

common. Neither i s  the beautiful  rainbow-tinted circumzenithal arc, nor t b  white 

parhel ic  c i rc le :  the forner seen near the zenith, and t h e  l a t t e r  passing through the 

sun and p.rallelilng the horizon. 
Many other var ie t ies  of h a l o  have been c lass i f ied  and named. 

va r i e t i e s  a re  somstimes seen a t  once; especially i n  the polar regions. 
display of 'l~9,J.o~ of many kinds was seen in the eastern and central  United States  
November 2 and 2, 1915. 

Several 
A magnificent 

(a1 r ights  reserved by Science Service,Inc.) 
----.c , 

SCW?CE SERVICE, 
21st and B Sts. ,  
V " i ' i b g t O n ,  9.0. 


