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TPE; 'fJ& 0.J STCRMS" IN C O W !  

Though the nlaw of storms", which se t s  fo r th  the circulat ion of winds 

around cyclone centers, i s  not t o  be found i n  the s ta tu te  books,  i t  sometimes f i v e s  

i n  lega l  proceedings. There was a case o f  th i s  kind i n  the year 1881, wEen a marine 

court o f  inquiry was held at Singapore resyecting the loss of the Br i t i sh  steamer 

"Elginm. 

wau a total l o s s ,  though a l l  but tm:, of the persons on board escaped w i t h  t he i r  l ives ,  

This vessel grounded on a shoal i n  the South China sea during a storm and 

The evidence shoved that the m s t e r ,  when the wind was blowing a gale from 

the north-northwest, kept his vessel headed nor tbnor theas t .  He was thus carr ied 

across the f ront  of the storm, not f a r  from the center, when by heading south he 

would have soon passed beyond i t s  influence. Part of the courtrs  decision was as 

f o l loms :  
8 

We consider tho l o s s  o f  tke vessel i s  due t o  the master's want o f  con- 

fidence i n  the recognized r u l e s  o f  the ha of storrls. . L . We are  of the opinion 

tha t  the m s t e r  should 'oe reprimanded for h i s  want of judgment i n  persevering i n  

his course of nor thnor theas t ,  when he should have hoar, that he was steering t o  

the center o r  f ron t  o f  a cyc1one.u 
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