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Xngineers and a r c h i t e c t s  m-dld l i k e  t o  !mOV k O J 7  hard the ninds blow i n  

t rop ica l  hur r icanes ,  such as those tha t  v i s i t e d  the Test Indies and Flor ida  i n  1926 

and 1928; Defin i te  information on t h i s  subject i s  lackiilg, p a r t l y  because o f  cer- 

t a i n  def ic ienc ies  i n  the instruments o rd ina r i ly  used f o r  insasuring a ind  velocity,  

and p a r t l y  because such instruments, vhen exposed t o  the full force of a hurricane, 

are usua l ly  damaged o r  c a r r i e d  amy, 

men the  hurricane of September, 1928, s t ruck  S a n  Juan, Por to  Bico, the 

b a t h e r  Bureau s t a t i o n  at that place was equipped rrith an anemometer of the S c u p  

pa t te rn ,  recent ly  adopted by t h e  aea ther  se rv ices  of the United S ta t e s  and Canada. 

A t  high wind v e l o c i t i e s  t h i s  instrument gives much more nearly accurate readings 

than the o l b s t y l e  instrument, tyith fou r  cups. The anemometer at San Juan .regis- 

te red  a m a x i m  t e l o c i t y  f o r  a 5-mimte period o f  150 miles an hour and an extreme 

velociby (based on the f a s t e s t  s ing le  mile of sind-movement) o f  160 miles an hour. 

I t  may be assumed, ?;onever, t ha t  these f igu res  do i lot  represent the extreme force  

a t t a ined  &jring S r i e f  gus ts ,  of a levi seconds' duration. ?!oreover, the i n s t w e n t  

V a s ,  as us-1, bloa-ri from i t s  support, a f t e r  having successively l o s t  i t s  three 

Cups, probably before the h e i & t  o f  the storm,.was readied. 

During the saxe hurricane the trunk o f  a royal palm at Xaranjito,  Porto 

Rico, w a s  pierced 5y  a pine board torn  f r o m  the s ide  of a bui ld ing  300 f e e t  distant.' 
The board w a s  10 f e e t  by 3 inches by 1 inch and the t r ee   as 14 i m h e s  i n  diameter. 
After the s t o r m  the board vas found s t i ck ing  in the palm trunk, through nhich about 
half i t s  length had passed. 
t i o n  n i t h  the hurricane of October, 1926. Laboratory experiments o@t t o  be under- 
taken f o r  the purpose of determining, at least approximately, nhat fo rce  o f  :7ind 
was required t o  accompitish these feats.  

A veryssimilar case vas reported from Cuba i n  connec- 
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