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CmTJNJI  lUIXFUL 

What i s  the average annuaz r a i n f a l l  at Clierrapunji, Assam - long reputed 

t o  be the r a i n i e s t  place ii1 the  world f o r  which climatic statist ics a r e  avai lable? 

Whoever seeks the answer t o  this question i n  reference books i s  l i k e l y  t o  be be- 

Fi ldered by the r,my dif fe ren t  figvxes quoted by d i f fe ren t  au thor i t ies .  This diver- 

s i t y  does not mean t'riat.most of the wri ters  are mistaken. It depends upon t w o  facts; 

f i rs t ,  that several  rain-gauges have been i n  use a t  Chrrapunj i ,  and they give quite 

d i f f e r e n t  r e s u l t s  owing t o  marked l o c a l  var ia t ions  of r a i n f a l l ;  and second, that a 

s ingle  u n ~ ~ ~ u a l l y  wet o r  dry year d c e s  a decided difference iil t i e  "normaln o r  aver- 

age yeaxly r a i n f a l l ,  of a place as deduced froin a long record o f  a single gauge, 

IJroug'nt up t o  date.  

The following a r e  tile l a t e s t  f igures  f o r  the n o m 1  yearly rainfall, as 

measwed at four  d-ifferent uoints i n  and about Cherrapunji: 

Pol ice  fl tation (mean of 49 years) 428 inches 

Velsh Mission 'douse ( "18 ) 4A2 

Nr. Shadwell! s house ( tf * 1 2  " ) 450 

Boaan Catholic Mission ( fl n . 1 1  R ) 381 fl 

House 

&t Manoyuram, another v i l l a g e  i n  the saxfie mountainous d i s t r i c t  of Assan, 

ayl average Cup 499 inches a year f e l l  during the f i v e  years 1913-17, inclusive,  as 

compared with an average of 455 inches a year during tke saxe ?eriod at the 'Cllelsh 

ldission House, Cherrapunjd. 

Unfortunately no posi t ive answer cax be given t o  t3is question because the rain-E;auge 

Is Manoyuram normally a r a i n i e r  place thaa Cherrapmji? 

at the former place was i n  operation only during the Srief  aeriod above m e n t i d ,  
and a much longer record i s  necessary t o  f u r n i s h  a t r a t w o r t h y  valusl  
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