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Knowledge of the aurora b o r e d i s  has 'oeeri revolutionized by the studies 

made i n  Norwa:r during the T a s t  twenty years under the Lirection of Professor Carl 

Stoemner, o f  the university of O s h r  
I , 

8%oemer has several stations.under h i s  di-  

rection, at whic'r, simultaneous photographs of auroras are  taken. 

photograp'ned against  a backgrouxd- oI" stars.  

while the stars a re  almost i n f i n i t e b  distant,  the location i n  a pictw-e of any 

auroral feature,  such as a par t icu lar  Itstreamer," with respect t o  the s t e l l a r  back- 

ground will Gepend Upoil the place from vvhic;i the picture  is taken. f l i us  a compari- 

eon of the pictures  W e s  it possible t o  calculato t:ie actual distance of the au-ora, 

i t s  height above the earth, the ?-inensions of i t s  ?-ir^fere:.t features ,  etc. 

TZw aurora i r :  

4 s  the auroya i G  coqara t ive ly  near 

A t  the 1927 meeting or" t h  Internatio,ral Goodetical a;id Geo9hysical Union 

a program was dram wp f o r  extesding the work h i ther to  carried on i n  Xomay t o  other 

c i rcmpolar  regions. 

graphs i l l u s t r a t i n g  a l l  tke var ious  typical for::.& of aurora, and the pictures f o r  

t h i s  mork have s i x e  been selected f r o m  those taken i n  XJamay. Tho nurber of s t e  

t ions for miking aurora observations i s  now s teadi ly  groaing;. 

directed by Stoeime~,  wit ;?  headquarters at O s l o ,  conthues t o  function i n  southern 

Norway, while st Ilromsbe, i n  nortkei-n B o x w ~ ,  an observatory devoted p F n a r i l y  t o  

t'ne study of the aurora has ju s t  been established w i t h  the a id  of funds fwnishecl bg 

the Bockefeller Education Board. Other s ta t ions ? o r  taking a w o r a l  photographs ha-e 

been established o r  a re  projected i n  Sweden, Pinland, Greenland (Godham), Shetland 

A comxittee was appointed t o  p e p a r e  an. atla+con+,sining photo- 

The group of stations 

Islands (Leivick), Alaska (Fairbanks) and at places 

s t a t ion  i n  Ihra Zembla. 
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