
& Science Servic-e Feature 
Released on rece ip t  
but  intended f o r  use 
February 19, 1929 7 "YTHEFVEATHER P Mailed February 12,1929 

By Charles ritzhugk; Tal-, 
h t h o r i t y  on Meteorology 

LMATETTR NETEOROLOGISTS 

Probably no other branch of science i s  s o  dependent as meteorology upon 

the servieasof amateurs. 

observers a r e  amateurs i n  t'ne f u l l e s t  sense o f  the term; they do t h e i r  meteorologic4 

work f o r  the love o f  i t  and not f o r  pay. 

4,500 unpaid tlcooperativell observers take d a i l y  observations and. report  the results 

t o  the Weather Bureau. There is a similar c o n s  o f  myaid  weather observers i n  

Canada. 

there  a r e  several  hundred unpaid observers rho  take more extensive observations f o r  

the  Meteorological Office. 

under the d i r e c t i o n  o f  p r iva te  organizations - vi%, the B r i t i s h  R a i n f a l l  Organiza- 

t i o n  and the Royal Meteorological Society - and thus t h e i r  work was ent i re ly  unof- 

f i c i a l .  

In m o s t  c iv i l ized  countries the vast  majority o f  weather 

In the United S ta tes ,  for example, about 

Ir, the  B r i t i s h  I s l e s  there  a re  about 5,000 unpaid observers of rainfa31 and 

Moreover, u n t i l  a fen years ago  these observers were 

The systematic study 05 uppe-air conditions, now s o  valuable i n  connec- 

t i o n  with aeronautics,  was s t a r t e d  by amateurs i n  several  countries;  including Dines 

a d  Cave, i n  Great Britain, and Botch i n  America. It  was azl ameteur, Benjamin 

Franklin, who esta'alished the i d e a t i t y  between the c?iscl.large fron an e l e c t r i c  machins 

and l ightning 3y h i s  famous k i t e  experinent, and the sane a m t e u r  nade several  ot'ncr 

meteorological discoveries or p a r t i a l  discoveries. 

Bentley, has made knom t o  science more forms o f  i ce  and snow crys ta l .  than have a11 

the professional meteorologists put together. 

v e r s i t y  of iiSevada, i s  a teacher o f  Lat in  by profossion, but his hobby i s  strdyiiig 

Ax amateur o f  todw, Til-son &. 

Prof. J.S. Cnurch, Jr., of the Uni- 

Snow and problems connected theremith an6 he has won 

f ie ld .  
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