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In February, 1717, New England experienced some remarkably heavy f a l l s  of 

On the 6th the snow, part of  which had f a l l en  during the previous month, lay snow. 

8 yard o r  more deep on the l eve l  and as much a s  25 f ee t  deep i n  d r i f t s .  

s torm began on the 18th ,  l a s t i n g  u n t i l  the 22nd,and se t t i ng  i n  again on the 24th. 

A great 

The ground i s  said t o  have been buried 10 t o  15 fee t  deep on the level,  s o  that 

Communication between farms and villages was a l m o s t  completely snepended. 

Cotton Mather has l e f t  us a long account of t h i s  snowstorm, i n  which ha men- 

tions,  among other things, many remarkable cages of the survival of animaLs buried 

i n  the snow. 

buried 16 f e e t  deep, and two of these animals were s t i l l  al ive.  

that they had subsisted on the wool  o f  t he i r  dead companions1 

Under the snow for twenty-seven days and survived. 

Snow a f t e r  seven days and turkeys a f t e r  f ive t o  twenty days. 

Wenty-eight days a f t e r  the stoirn more than a hundred sheep were found 

Mather declares 

Two hogs were buried 

Hens were found a l ive  i n  the 

Among the inhal i tants  of Medford, Mass., was a w i d o w ,  who lived, nlth several 

children, i n  a ones to ry  house on the road t o  Charlestown. 

buried that f o r  several days i t  could not b e  found. 

h g  from a snow bank, ayld by that means i t s  location was ascertained. 

Her house was so  deeply 

A t  length smoke was seen is- 

&ighhrs dug; 

a Passage t o  a window, by which they gained entrance. lphe wmau*s small stock o f  

fue l  w a s  exhausted and she was burning her furni ture  t o  keep the h o u w b l d  WWm- 
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