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smm WINTERS rm u~~~ 

The frigid weather l a t e l y  regorted from E.mp makes i t  t imely t o  c a l l  

a t t e n t i o n  to a remarkable work published last year i n  Holland by Dr. C .  Easton, 

i n  which the author  presents a vast  fund of infomation concerning the winters 

i n  western Europe from the year 395 B.C. down to  the present time and endeavors 

t o  show the r e l a t i v e  sever i ty  of the winters from the year 1205 onward, as well 

as of several  between A.D. 51 and 1203. 

covered by t h i s  vork there  were, of course, no instrumental measurernents of 

temperature, bu t  Dr. Easton has devised a plausible metkocl o f  compariq the 

winters w i t h  one another, 

During the grea te r  p r t  of the time 

He f i rs t  takes records made f n  modern ti-ses a t  selected s ta t ions  and assigaa 

t o  each winter of t h i s  recent period a f i q r e  indicatinq i t s  severi ty  on a scale 

of 0 t o  100; l o r  numbers s lgnifyi% severe wir te rs  and hiqh numbers mild winters. '  

He next arranges the e a r l i e r  winters i n  order of sever i ty  on the bas i s  of contempi 

orary descr ipt ions;  a process involving a good deal  of uncertainty. Assumirg that 

the c l i d t e  of Europe has not changed since the middle ages acrd hence that a 

winter of any degree of severi ty  occurred aa often, on an averaqe, i n  the past as 

i t  does nowadays, Dr. &ston u t i l i z e 6  h i s  figures fo r  recent winters as a meens e': 

assisning scale  numbers t o  those of the e a r l i e r  period. Tk;s lngst cwvsre winters ,  

a l l  of which receive the number 4 ,  were, a c c o r d i s  t o  t!-:is authori ty ,  those 0ndir.g 

i n  the years 1408, 1435, 1565, 1608, 1709 and 1830. The worst of these is sup- 

posed t o  have been the winter of 140'7-08, with G a t  of 1607-08, %hioh las ted a 

Yearf1 a8 possible rival. 
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