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Authority on Xeteorology 

Tremendous avalaaches recently buried long s t re tches  o f  railway track in  

southwestern Colorado, isolated tomns and mining camps, 5ut did no t ,  so f a r  as re- 

ported, occasion m~ d i r e c t  loss o f  l i f e ,  Avalanche d i s a s t e r s  a r e  considerably less  

Common i n  America than i n  Europe. Throuaout the worl$,according t o  a Franch auth- 

o r i t y ,  M, Allix,  they are respolhsiale f o r  about a hundred deaths a year on a n  aver- 

age. 

"st av&lanchesIl, consis t ing of dry, powdery snow, are the most dangerous 

kin&. They start o n  the s l i & t e s t  provocation, and, as they a r e  l i t t l e  retarded by 

f r i c t i o n ,  rush downward at a mch ;?rester speed than 60 the s l id ing  masses o f  met 

snow known as nground avalanches". A gust of wind may s e t  them i n  motion, o r  the 

impulse m y  'be given by the mere f a l l  of a b r a h a ,  the t read of some animal's f o o t ,  

o r  even a loud  s o d d .  

Dry snow, especially whea i t  l i e s  i n  hollows and i n  the l e e  o f  ridges, 

tends t o  become compacted o r  crusted so as t o  form large plate- l ike sections. 

in  t h i s  condition i s  h o r n  t o  ski-runners as '~,miiid-slab~f, and i t  bas been respon- 

Snow 

s i b l e  f o r  maw f a t a l i t i e s  i n  the Alpine regions where winter sports  prevail. 

nlTotlr,ing,ll wri tes  P, S. Sqythe, o f  the &pine S k i  Club, "seems m r e  inno- 

cent than a slope composed o f  wind-slab. 

giving the ski-runner a fee l ing  o f  perfect  securi ty ,  but  d i s i l l u s i o n  follows with 

The surface is of ten  f i r m  and compacd, 

t e r r i b l e  suddenness. Vitli a booming, rending roar the whole stratum o f  snow, :me- 
times several f e e t  thick, s p l i t s  away, breaking up into a vas t  swarm of hard angular 
blocks. 
of destruction. 
beneath the grea t  blocks." 

The a l p i r i s t  is $t once carr ied off his f e e t  and borne down in  t h i s  besom 
Xven i f  he i s  not suffocated, he i s  l i k e l y  to b e  c:ushec? to death 
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