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By Cnarles I;litzl?u& i'aliml, 
Xu- tho r i ty  011 iie t eo r o l  o a 

o f  imnm sometimes reported i n  America and elsewhere, I?. L. XcXtee, of  the U. S. 

BiolGlgical Survey, writes: 

" m e  sfbstance mr;la cons is t s  of licheils o f  tae $enus Lecanora, but i n  

none of the numerous recorded iastances of manna t r a i x s f  i s  there a q  d i r e c t  evi- 

dence tha t  the substance rea l ly  f e l l  f r o m  the sky. 9iese l ichens form small round 

bodies, vhich a re  eas i ly  b1om-i over the surface o f  tke ground and accumulate i n  

depressions. 

2ming  tlie m - o f f ,  of r a i n  water. 

t r i e s  &ere these l ickens a re  common, and as f o r  statemeats of Sieir falling down 

They are  very byoya2t, also, and heace eas i ly  d r i f t e d  in to  m s s e s  

:La~l?a Trains' have not occvi-red Bxaept in coun- 

apon r o o f s  o r  upoil people, o r  f o r  m y  other proofs tha t  they rea l ly  rained doyn, 

I have seen none." 

me s u 3 s t a ~ ~ c e  usually i d e s t i f i e d  nit;? t h e  miilia of the 35hle is  s t i l l  well 

kown i n  the S ina i  leslinsula, There tlie ma;?i;er of i t s  pro&~ct ion  has recently been 

St-Jdied bjr ax expeditioil f r o m  Kie Hebrew Universi'c:? o f  Jerusalem. It has long been 

iccomi1 that t h i s  sii'astance i s  the secretioil o f  small Coccidae ( sca le  insects) ,  TJhici? 

emde f r o m  their bodies a c l e a r  ju ice  t l a t  falls t o  t i l e  ground i n  drops. Theso 

harden into sugaiy gra ias ,  vhic'n the Arabs gather f o r  use as food aad medicine, 

Lastly,  the comc~lz mima of  comxerce i s  a secretion of the mamia ash, cul-c 

t iva ted  ii1 S i c i l y ,  and several so-called marinas a r e  obtained from other plahQs i n  

various p a r t s  o f  the world. 
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