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XAJ.SED CLOUDS 

The more o r  l e s s  lens-shaped clouds tha t  hang almost s ta t ionary over o r  

near mountain peaks -,-d-!-ile the wind$lows Tnrou& then! are  c l a s s i f i e d  as " len t icu lar  

clouds" by meteorologists, and i n  a good many cases the observer is l i k e l y  t o  des- 

c r ibe  one of  them, in  Shakespearean language, as !'very l i k e  a whalen. &e members 

o f  Captain Scot t ' s  Antarctic e:rpedition ca l led  clouds of this type over Mount Ere- 

bus nwhalebacksn. I n  the Azores a l e n t i c u l a r  cloud t h a t  of ten forms i n  the l e e  o f  

Pic0 i s  !mown to  the islanders as "la Baleiaw ( the  mba;.e).. 

In the lee  o f  ihmt Etria, i n  S i c i l y ,  generally i e s t i n g  over the V,.tl del  

Bove, there i s  f requeiitig formed a very striking 1eiiticu.lar cloud, which some times 

resembles a gigant ic  mhite turban w i t h  i ts crown merging into the clouds above it. 

This i s  known l o c a l l y  as the ncontessa d i  ventoff (wind countess), 

cloud hanging alOiIg the southern 3ase of the muiitain, the format ior ,  of which is  

s a i d  to foretokeiz ra in ,  i s  ca l led  nla Serpen (the snake). 

A long  serpeiitine 

A standing cloud of ten  seen over the c r e s t  o f  the Riesengebirge near 

Schreiberhau, Silesia, i s  sometimes cal led the "Tetterbaumn (veather t ree) ,  and 

also bears the curious name of  "Ibazagotls tVetterv~ollcefr (1bazagotlts  weather cloud). 

Tne h i s t o r y  o f  tile name lTMoazagotlll is uncertain. 

The "Tableclotlin that  spreads over the f l a t  t o g  o f  Table Mountain, South 

Afr ica ,  when a m o i s t  wind blons in f rom the sea i s  probably the most celebrated 

cloud i n  the world. The Qelm andBarn o f  Crossfell., i n  the English Lake Dis t r ic t ,  

a r e  well kiom to meteorologists. 
to the leeward. 
i n  the mountains of Xorth Carolina.  

The Relm forms over the lllountain and the B a r  
A very similar p a i r  o f  clouds may sometiincs be seen at Waynesville, 
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