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Thomas Stevenson, fa ther  o f  Robert Louis Stevenson, the novelist, was one 

of the leading engineers of his time and was much interested in  various meteoroloe 

ica l  problems relatifig t o  his profession..He served as honorary secretary of  the Scot- 

t i s h  Meteorological Society f o r  many years up t o  the time of h i s  death and pu$lished 

several meteorological papars* It was be who Introduced the term "gradient", bo- 

rowed f rom engineering, t o  describe the v a r i a t i o n  of barometric pressure per unit 

distance, and he i s  today especially remenibered by meteorologists as the designer o f  

tne "Stevenson screen" f o r  thermometers. 

Less well known i s  the f a c t  t ha t  Robert Louis himself, at the age of 22, 

published a meteorological paper i n  the Proceedings of the Royal Society of Edin- 

'burgh, 

t o  t'ne society i n  1873. 

I t  i s  e n t i t i l e d  "n the B-ermal Influence of 33restsfl, and was communicated 

A proposal had l a t e ly  been made to  plail'c trees on an ex- 

tensive scale id the nearly t ree less  i s l and  of Malta w i t h  a view t o  increasing i t s  

water supply and improving i t s  climate.. Stevenson gives a well-reasoned and con- 

servative discussion of the relat ions of t rees  to  climate and he ends h i s  paper with 

the excellent sugge'stion that, if the proposed afforestat ion scheme should be carried 

O U t ,  a careful t e s t  of the climatic r e su l t s  ou&t  t o  be made by means o f  se r ies  of 

Reteorological observations before and a f t e r  the planting of the treess 
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