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PIRE TROLBXZS CAUSXD BY SEA SPRAY 

One of the mst  severe gales i n  the h i s t o r y  of the 3 r i t i s h  Isles began 

soon a f t e r  noon OL Fr iday ,  Oct. 28, 1927, readlzed i t s  maxim at midnight, and was 

p r a c t i c a l l g  over  by 7 a. m. SF.turda.y morning. Af t e r  the  s t o r m  .the e l e c t r i c  power 

co,npanies i n  many d i s t r i c t s  repor ted  t rouble  wi th  overhead t ransmission l ines .  The 

automatic  snitc;ies,  t5iich are s e t  t o  'ore& the cu r ren t  m1ie:i i t  exceeds a d e f i n i t e  

amount, had been const&?tly i n  a c t i o n ,  i n d i c a t i n g  an excessive cu r ren t  on the l ines .  

The m o s t  puzz l ing  f e a t u r e  of the a f f a i r  was that i n  Soutl-1 Tales tke wire t rouble  

o f  the comt r j r  i t  did not occur u n t i l  about 12 hours Nfter  +.he s'corrfi was over,  The 

explan&tion t u rned  G Y , ~  t o  be  as follows: 

During the gale, wkick was f rom the soxthwest, great cpmnti t ies  o f  sea 

in land  by the vind ai?.d c o a t e d t b  i n s u l a t o r s  o f  the W'Ger l i n e s  i r ?  Soutli Vales with 

a l a y e r  of salt water, riniclr, p r a c t i c a l l y  short-circ-G'Ited tkeri;, so that the s a f e t y  

sn i tc l ies  came i a t o  act ion.  F a r t h e r  in land  the air was s o  dry that. t i l e  s p r w  c a r r i e d  

by the n i r d s  t7as evaporated. A coa t ing  o f  salt vas l e f t  on tiha i n s d a t o r s ,  and 

thou& i t  was dacT eiiou&- t o  s t i c k  to them i t  did no t  completely destroy 'die insul-  

a t ion .  A f t e r  tke  storn? the a i r  i;ye--7 daiier i n  this region, ar~& as salt takes  up 

m o i s t u r e  r e a d i l y  from the air a layer o f  salt water gradual ly  spread over the insul-  

a t o r s  ani1 t h e  t rouble  began. Early Sunday rfiorning general  r a i n s  began, the iiisul- 

a t o r s  were nashcd clcan,and t i e  t rouble  was over. 
(All r i g h t s  reserved  by Science Servica,  Inc.) 

SCIENCE SERVICE 
21st and B Sts . ,  
Wasnington, D. C. 


