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N O r n L s  3 O U T  m m  
Veathcr forns par t  of the s e t t i n g  o f  many novels but i s  rarely made Eie 

central  theme of one. &I exmple o f  vhat rimy be done ii1 this d i rec t ion  i s  found i n  

the four-volume s tory  "Il;?e ?easa,ntsl~, by t h e  Polish novel is t  m d  Sobel pr ize  vinner 

K;ladysla.lrr Eeymnt. Teather i s  the control l ing force of t h i s  mnderful  tale - its 

hero and a lso  i t s  v i l la in .  Rupert Zu&es, i n  a reviev o f  the '7ork, S&YS: 

nmere i s  aothing on ear th  so iilcessantly dramatic as tha weather, Xo 

Wonder i t  is  tlie e te rna l  topic that  i t  is. Everybody jokes wearily a5out t3.e weary 

j okes  about %.e r ieathsr ,  5ut our s o u l s  and bodies aye ilover f r e e  of dependence upon 

it. C l h a t e  makes h is tory  and society diat they are. Yet ,  so far as I know, no- 

body ever made t he  neather t5e p r o t a s i l i s t  o f  a great draw u-itil the Polish genius 

BeDoilt came along n i t h  his prose epic i n  f o u r  par ts ,  mmod a f t e r  the f o u r  seasons, 

and combined i n t o  a tctralogy ca l led  ''me &asants+ I R  

h o t h e r  strikii2g exmple of a novel v i t k  a meteorological theme i s  Dor- 

othy Scarborou&'s s tory "ke Tindl', ~ h i c h  chronicles t h e  havoc mougl5.t on a sensi- 

t ive  v o m 1 s  soul 5y the \-%ids of Texas, 
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