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FLYING WT.aEE3 O v a  G € E Z T T L - ~  

Prof .  William H. H o b b s ,  d i r e c t o r  of the Thivor s i ty  of Michigan Greenland EX- 

Ped i t ions ,  i s  a s t r o n g  advocate o f  the  Greenland air  rou te  betiseen h e r i c a  and 

&rope, which o f f e r s  the  g r e a t  advai tage of  avoiding the  long "hops" of more souther- 

l Y  rou te s  and also of p a s s i n g  t o  the northward of the  fog-ridden Newfoundland Ba.nks. 

The rou te  he recommends s t a r t s  at Chicago, c rosses  S r i t i s h  Anerica t o  Cape Chidely, 

spans the r e l a t i v e l y  narrow Baff in  Bay t o  the west coas t  of Greenland, c rosses  the 

in land  i c e  of Greenland t o  b-gmagsa.lik, on the e a s t  c o a s t ,  cont inues thence t o  Rey- 

b a v i k ,  I ce l and ,  and then crosses  t o  any des i r ed  poin t  i n  northwestern a r o p e .  Con- 

cerning c e r t a i n  c l i m a t i c  f e a t u r e s  of this rou te  he says: 

"Over Greenland and p a r t i c u l a r l y  over the g r e a t  done of in land  i c e  fogs a r e  

exceedingly r a r e ,  if '  we except  the  shallow near-surface stra.twn of the  remote Green- 

land i n t e r i o r .  This zone of mist and f i n e  snow may c o n s t i t u t e  a Gerious handicap, i n  

t h a t  i c e  may form on the  fuselage.  I t  i s  be l ieved ,  however, that this dangerous zone 

can be avoided by f l y i n g  a t  a he ight  of  a few hundred f e e t  above the  f l a t  surface of 

the dome, which i s  at a l e v e l  o f  about 9,000 f e e t .  

"The g l a c i a l  Pat icyclone loca tad  permanently over the inland i c e  c o n s i s t s  of 

UFper c u r r e n t s  moving i n  toward tile c e n t e r ,  there s e t t l i n g  t o  the i c e  sur face ,  and  

Passing out c e n t r i f u g a l l y  toward dl mzrgins. It i s ,  the re fo re ,  only necessary f o r  
the p i l o t  t o  ascend a few thousend meters 80 as t o  e n t e r  the upper cu r ren t s  and pro- 
ceed t o  the  cen te r  wi th  a ta i l  wind, and, a f t e r  c ros s ing  the  c e n t m l  reg ion ,  t o  de- 
scend i n t o  the  surface cu r ren t  rtnd go  out with a tai l  mind. This c i r c u l a t i o n  csn he 
used as well on the westward as on the ehsttvard journey. 

es  
brosd zones on e i t h e r  s i d e . "  

"The sur face  of t he  inland i c e ,  except near  i t s  na rg in ,  i s  n e a r l y  as l e v e l  
ballroom f l o o r  and i s  also hard enough f o r  landing  mith wheels o r  skis mi t h i n  
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