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MOUNTAIN CLOUD ' CAPS -. 
"On t h e  f r o n t  o r  r a i n y  s i d e  of a widespread s torm,"  w r i t e s  D r .  W.J. 

Humphreys, of t h e  U.S. Weather Bureau, " t h e  c l o u d s  of t h e  humid winds come lower 

and lower until t h e  r a i n  b e g i n s ,  Now i t  o f t e n  happens t h a t  mountain r i d g e s  and 

peaks a r e  h i g h e r  than t h e  b a s e  of t h e  r a i n  c l o u d ,  i n  which c a s e  t h e s e  mountain 

tops  become clouded a few hours  b e f o r e  t h e  r a i n  begins ."  

Hence the e x i s t e n c c  i n  many part s  of ,the world of l o c a l  s a y i n g s  connect-  
, 

ing  t h e  appearance o f  a c loud  cap  over  a p a r t i c u l a r  mountain w i t h  subsequent  r a i n .  

BeVera1 of t h e s e  s a y i n g s  a r e  i n  doggere l  verse ,  The f o l l o w i n g ,  f o r  exarnple,are 

c u r r e n t  i n  p a r t s  of Zngland a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  mountains named: 

"When T r a p r a i n  p u t s  on h i s  h a t  
The Loth ian  l a d s  may l o o k  t o  t h a t . "  

" I f  Riving Pike  do wear  a hood, 
Be s u r e  t h e  day w i l l  n e ' e r  be good." 

"If Roseberry Topping wears a h a t ,  
Morden.Carre w i l l  s u f f e r  f o r  t h a t . "  

"When Brcdon H i l l  p u t s  on h i s  h a t ,  
Ye men of t h e  v a l e ,  beware of t h a t . "  

There a r e  d o u b t l e s s  many p l a c e s  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  and Canada where thi: 

appearance of a mountain cloud cap i s  g e n e r a l l y  regarded  as a s i g n  of r a i n ,  b u t  

we do n o t  know of any p l a c e  where t h e  i d e a  i s  embodied i n  a d e f i n i t e  form of w o r d s  

analogous t o  t h o s e  above quoted. 
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