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MOUNTAIN CLOUD CAPS

"On the front or rainy side of a widespread storm," writes Dr. W.J.
Humphreys, of the U.S. Weather Bureau, "the clouds of the humid winds come lower
and lower until the rain begins. ‘Now it often happens that mountein ridges and
psaks are higher than the base of the rain cléud. in which case these mountain
tops become clouded a few hours before the rain begins."

Hence the existence in many parts of the world of local sayings connect-
ing the appearance of a cloud cap over a particular mountain with subsequent rain.
Several of these sayings are in doggerel verse, The following, for example,are .
current in parts of England adjacent to the mountains named:

"When Traprain puts on his hat
The Lothian lads may look to that.”

"If Riving Pike do wear a hood,
Be sure the day will ne'er be good."

"If Roseberry Topping wears a hat,
Morden Carre will suffer .for that."

“"When Bredon Hill puts on his hat,
Ye men of the vale, beware of that."

There are doubtless many places in the United States and Canada where theo
appearance of a mountain cloud cap is generally regarded as a sign of rain, but
We do not know of any place where the idea is embodied in a definite form of words
analogous to those above quoted.
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