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HOAEE'ROST AND R I I Z  

In  l i t e r a r y  Xnglish the rrords "hoarfrost" and Itrimel' a r e  used interchange- 

ab ly ,  but meteorologists fiizd i t  convenient t o  make a d i s t i n c t i o n  betaeen these 

terms, They applj. the former t o  a deposit  of ice  c r y s t a l s  formed by the d i r e c t  con- 

densation of atmospheric moisture, a f t e r  the mmner of dea. 

drops a r e  formed f i r s t  and are  suiiseqxently frozen, but usually the atmospheric 

moisture changes f r o m  a gaseous t o  a s o l i d  s t a t e  aithout passing tlllrou& the l i q u i d  

Sometimes l i q u i d  dew- 

stage. B o a r f r o s t  i s  a familiar si&t on r o o f s ,  pavemants, vegetation, etc., i n  the 

ear ly  morning, a f t e r  a cold 2i&it, and a l s o  forms indoors i n  the daytime on t he  

pipes of r e f r i g e r a t i o n  p l an t s  and the like. Some o f  the most  beaut i fu l  deposits o f  

hoa r f ros t  a r e  the so-called " i c e  fl0:7ersII, seen on the surface ico of lakes,  streams 

and glaciers.  

The word "rimen, i n  the  s c i e n t i f i c  vocabvlary, i s  applied t o  rough o r  

feathery deposits of i ce  formed i n  cold weather by d r i f t i n g  fog. The most remark- 

ab le  examples are seeil on mountains and i n  the polar regions. Since rime i s  bui l t .  

U p  O f  the fog p a r t i c l e s  dr ive3  by the aind, i t  forms chief ly  on  the nindmard sides 

of  ob jec ts ,  groning o u t  aga ins t  the wind. I t  i s  sometimes observed t o  grow at the 

r a t e  of an inch an hour ,  soon cqnverting telegraph poles, fences and other ob jec ts  

i n t o  shapeless rrkmses of  ice. 
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