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Extremely heavy and p e r s i s t e n t  r a i n s  a t t end ing  the passage of an unusually 

extens ive  low-pressure area over the e a s t e r n  United S t a t e s  during the neek ending 

March 16 caused a general  rise of the r i v e r s  i n  the e a s t e r n  G u l f  s t a t e s  and Georgia, 

The most s e r ious  f loods  occurred i n  sou theas t e rn  Alabarna, :?here the s t ages  a t t a i n e d  

by the r i v e r s  were nea r ly  as h igh  as i n  the memorable f loods  of  January, 1925. I n  

some d i s t r i c t s  the water rose 20 to 30 f e e t  above f lood  stage, 

loomed f o r  a time t h a t  thousands.of l i v e s  '67odd be l o s t  mas fo r tuna te ly  averted.  

actual l o s s  o f  l i f e  mas small, b u t  g r e a t  devas t a t ion  vas m o & t  by the invading 

maters and by a n  immense depos i t  of mud over s e t t l e d  and c u l t i v a t e d  lands. 

of people su f fe red  from exposure and hunger.. 

The most  discouraging f e a t u r e  o f  such a v i s i t a t i o n  i s  that it must inevi t -  

'2ie danger t h a t  

Tlie 

Thousands 

ab ly  r e m  again and again. 

floods has almost the  heav ie s t  r a i n f a l l  o f  e a s t e r n  Xorth America,, I t  i s  covered by 

a network o f  ' f f lashy ' f  streams, t h a t  i s ,  streams vhose immediate rise i n  response to  

r a i n f a l l  i s  a s t r i k i n g  c o n t r a s t  to the d e l i b e r a t e  and p red ic t ab le  r i s e  that occurs,  

! T i t 5  similar rainfall, i n  the main stream o f  a g r e a t  r i v e r  sysxm;  notably i n  the 

lone r  Miss i ss ippi ,  r-herc sudden f loods  are impossiblec licither i s  i t  f e a s i b l e  t o  

e r e c t  any e f f e c t i v e  system o f  dilros and lcvces a long  those numeroue qmall streams. . 

,!?ne reg ion  near the Gulf coas t  a f f ec t ed  by the recent  
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