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EUROCLYDON 

The fl tempestuous wind c a l l e d  Euroclydon," mentioned i n  the Acts o f  the 

Apostles as the cause of S t .  Paul's shipwreck on the i s land  of Malta, has been a 

sub.ject o f  more o r  l e s s  controversy. The name, as found i n  the Authorized Version, 

appears t o  be a compound o f  I1&rosfr, the e a s t  wind, and "Mydonf', a wave. In. the 

Vulgate, however, i t  i s  given as "Euroaquilon, a common Latin name f o r  the north- 

e a s t  wind. The consensus of opinion among scholars i s  that, Paul ' s  sh ip  encountered 

a northeast storm such as i s  i107 well !mown and m c h  dreaded i L  the neighborhood of 

Malta under the name o f  "gregaletl. The stormy mind is  s o  called. because blowing 

f r o m  the d i r ec t ion  o f  Greece, 

The gregale has been responsible f o r  maixy shipwrecks besides that of the 

apos t le  Paul. On August 10, 1810, the B r i t i s h  f r i g a t e  "Lively" was driven on the 

rocks on the very spot i n  S t ,  Pau l ' s  Bay supposed t o  have been t h e  scene of the 

event mentioned i n  the a i b l e ,  I n  1828 two Xeapolitan vessels were wrecked by a 

gregale i n  the  same bay. 

Unfortunately the t:vo pr inc ipa l  harbors of Malta are  exposed to  the vio- 

lence of these storms. Recently tTo large breakmaters have besn erected t o  she l t e r  

the Grand garbor,  but even s o ,  ..Then a s t i f f  gregale i s  'olo;?ing, t r a f f i c  i n  the har- 

bor i s  impossibLe and all vesse ls  a r e  i n  ser ious  danger, 
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