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CURIOUS QJIUTKEB SAYINGS 

Some weather proverbs and popular weather sayings a re  based on sound obser- 

vation and common sense, o thers  contain at least  a grain o f  t r u t h ,  mnile s t i l l  o thers  

a r e  wholly f a n t a s t i c  and nonsensical. I n  h e r  book "Current Supersti t ions",  published 

i n  1896 under the auspices of the American Folk-Lore Society,  Fanny D. Bergen has  

gathered a l a rge  number o f  weather sayings from d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of the United S ta t e s  

and B r i t i s h  America, some 02 which a re  in t e re s t ing  on account of tho i r  extreme oddity, 

Here are a few examples: 

The sm shines some p a r t  o f  every S a t u r d w  i n  the year b u t  one. (New Eng- 

land,) 

A load  o f  hay passing means f a i r  weather. (biassachusetts.) 

A l o a d  of b a r r e l s  f o r e t e l l s  wet weather. (Nassachusetts.) 

I f  there i s  a star before the mon,  the weather n i l 1  be calm; i f  the star 

i s  behind the moon, the vreather ail1 be stormy, (ITemfoundlad.) . 

When a g rea t  m a n y  women a r e  seen on the s t r e e t ,  i t  n i l 1  r a i n  next day. 

(Massachuse t ts. ) 

Talking of  horses i s  a s ign  o f  rain. (Labrador.) 

Sparks on the bottom o f  the tea-kett le mean rain. (Maine.) 

A broom f a l l i n g  across a doornay o r  cha i r s  s e t  crosswise is a sign of a 

storm.  (Net7 Hampshire.) 

If a vessel i s  becalmed, throw a kalfpenny overboard t o  buy *,.rind. (Rev- 

f oundl and, ) 
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