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The l a t e  Prof. Mark W. Harriiigton, once chief of the United S ta t e s  Weather 

Bureau, published long ago i n  Harper's Ma,-azine m i n s t ruc t ive  a r t i c l e  i n  which he 

described and charted the progress of spr ing ,  i n  an average year,  over the United 

S ta tes  and southern Canada. The c r i t e r i o n  adopted f o r  the beginning of spring w a s  
Fahrenheit. 

the occurrence of a mean d a i l y  temperature of 43.8/ This i s  one degree higher than 

the temperature generally regarded by bo tan i s t s  as tha t  at which most common p lan t s  

of the temperate zone awake from t h e i r  minter s leep  and resume t h e i r  vegetative 

functions. 

bas i s  of which he prepared a chart  showing t'ne average loca t ion  of the isotherm of 

43.8 on the f i r s t  day of each month fror: February t o  ]day, inclusive.  

Harrington compiled records f o r  the 15-year period 1870 t o  1885, on the 

The l i n e s  representing these successive loce t ions  show a number of i n t e re s t -  
' 

in& loca l  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  - such as a marked northward j o g  i n  the middle MississipDi 

valley - but t h e i r  most  remarh3le  f ea tu re  i s  t h e i r  strong northward bend as one 

t5oeS westward across the continent. I n  other words, spring i n  general advances from 

west t o  e a s t  as well as from south t o  nort'n. I t  i s  f a r  e a r l i e r  on the Pac i f i c  coast 

than elsewhere. Thus the Villamette va l l ey  of Oregon has a spring tha t  i s  about two 

months e a r l i e r  than tha t  of the Hudson and Connecticut va l leys  i n  the East. The gzn- 

era1 progress of the season from west t o  ea s t  i s  much retarded by t'ne Great Lakes .  
Marquette and Alpena a re  as l a t e  as Ottawa and northern Zaine, ly ing  f a r  t o  the e a s t  
of them. 

While averages f o r  a period o f  years show a steady advance of the c r i t i c a l  
isotherm, i n  any individual year i t  moves forward f i t f u l l y .  
movements with those of the wavelets of an incoming t i d e ;  a l t e r n a t e l y  advancing znd 
r e t r ea t ing ,  but gaining more ground i n  i t s  ,advances than i t  lo ses  ill i t s  r e t r e a t s .  

Harrington compares i t s  
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