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pUoBar1m 

It i s  estimated that something l i k e  sixteen n i l l i o n  tons of r a i n  and snow 

fa l l s  upon the surface of the ear th ,  on an average, every second. Day a f t e r  dw, 

Year a f t e r  year, and century a f t e r  century this prodigious downpour goes on; yet 

the ocems get no P a l e r ,  the land, as a whole, ge ts  no damper, and-strangest of 

all-the atmosphere, despi te  this tremendous drainage of i t s  moisture, ge ts  no drier.' 

explanation of the paradox i s ,  of c o u x e ,  found i n  the process tlmt we c a l l  eV&p 

orat ion* 

Everybody knows, i n  a general way, that .the waters o f  tlze e a r t h  evaporate, 

but few people realize that the ,amount of evaporation occurring throughout the w o r l d  

is, i n  the long run, exactly equal t o  the world's r a i n f a l l .  For every ton o f  water 

that fa l l s  upon the globe a t o n  passes o f f ,  in  the f o r m  of a gas o r  vapor, i n t o  t'ne 

air, though not ,  8 s  i: r u l e ,  a t  the same place where i t  f e l l ,  The oceaxs, lakes and 

r ivers  generally lose a good deal  more water by evaporation than they receive df.r 

rec t ly  as rain.  The lands, €or the most p a r t ,  lose l e s s  by this  yrocess, though a 

t rac t  o f  land covered w i t h  luxmiant  vegetation, esgecially w i t h  f o r e s t s ,  v ies  mith 

a corresponding area  of ,water i n  the amount of moisture it; sapplies t o  the air, be- 
rrp 

plants  gather nater  underground with t h e i r  far-spreading roots, puilp it/ throu& 
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