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WArachnology" i s  the name of the branch o f  natural  h i s tory  dealing with 

spiders,  but the vord was once applied, i n  a par t icu lar  sense, t o  the nonsensical 

Itscience" of predict ing weather from the observation of spiders. 

into prominence at the close o f  the 18th century. 

mho believed t h a t  bo had discovered cer ta in  r e l a t i o n s  between the h a b i t s  o f  these 

creatures and subsequent weather changes, w a s  a prisoner at Utrecht, 

The delusion came 

A Frenchmn, QuatreAre Disjonval, 

When the 

French invaded Holland i n  1794 he looked forward to being released, but a n  unex- 

pected thaw caused the invaders to plan a re t rea t .  Disjonval's pe t  spider had, 

however, predicted an immediate re turn of co ld  weather and the prisoner sent word 

of t h i s  f a c t  t o  the French c o m n d e r ,  General Pichegru. The cold came, as announced, 

the canals froze hard enough t o  permit heavy a r t i l l e r y  t o  cross the ice,  and Utrecht 

was taken. 

The f o l l o ~ i i l g  year Disjonval published a book i n  French and Dutch bearing 

a long-minded t i t l e ,  a t rans la t ion  of :7hich runs8 

stant r e l a t i o n  betaeen the amearance o r  disappearance, the uork o r  inac t iv i ty ,  

the greater  o r  l e s s  extent of  the webs o r  su,gorting threads o f  spiders o f  d i f fe ren t  

species and the var ia t ions of  the atmosphere, , from fine 

veather to ra in ,  from dry to i-tet, but chief ly  from hot  t o  cold, and from fyoet to 

ice  o r  ver i table  tham.11 Several l a t e r  ed i t ions  and t ranslat ions o f  t h i s  work ap- 

peared. There was also published at the Hague from 1795 onward an annual "arach- 

"On the discovery o f  the con- 

nological calendarm , containing weather predict  ions based on D i s  j o m a l  Is notions. 

society of B&nn, Moravia, issued special  instruct ions for  the observation of "6pi.e 
ders, loteches m a  c h i W ' 1  

Even in  the second deca4e o f  tihe nineteenth century the meteorological 
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