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Authority on Pdoteorology, 

One of the mos t  rerar'sable ser ies  of evaporation measurements m e r  made 

Was the r e su l t  o f  a disastrous f lood that occurred i n  the desert region of southern 

California i n  the year 1905. The breaking of dams constructed i n  connection with 

an i r r iga t ion  project allowed tho mater of  the Colorado River t o  flow into a large 

deprescion, bolow sea level ,  hiom as  the Salton Sink. 

closed, at the end of 1906, the flood had formed a lake 475 square miles i n  extent 

-the Salton Sea. 

By t h e  time the break was 

After i t s  principal supply o f  water was cut o f f ,  the lake diminished 

rapidly i n  depth and area f o r  many years, on account o f  the great  excess of evapor* 

tion over the very scanty rainfall.. 

elaborate apparatus here and u t i l i zed  the Salton Sea as  a mammoth wevaporimeter". 

The measurements *showed aE average evaporation from i t s  surface of nearly 70 inches 

a year. 

The United States meather Bureau ins ta l led  

This figure,  large a s  it is,, does not adequately represent the evaporative 

Power of the air i n  that region, since the blanket of water vapor that forms over a 

large body of water prevents the mind from exercising i t s  full effect  i n  promoting 

evaporation. 

desert give values nearly twice as great., Even more remarkable are the measurements 

Measurements made w i t h  small isolated evaporation-pans i n  the same 

%de under the almost cloudless &es of the upper Nile Valley, i n  Egypt, where, at 

wadi b l f a ,  the depth of mater evaporated amounts t o  more than 19 f ee t  a year. 
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