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TREES AND LIGIdTNING -- 
During the pas t  half  century many s e r i e s  o f  invest igat ions have been made 

concerning the r e l a t i v e  l i a b i l i t y  of t rees  of d i f fe ren t  species t o  l ightning stroke. 

me general r e s u l t  seems to be that the o&, the poplar and the conifers are espec- 

i a l l y  l i k e l y  t o  be struck, vhi le  the beech i s  comparatively favored, though by no 

means immune. 

Ent i re ly  apar t  from the question of species, a t ree  i s  l i k e l y  to be s t ruck 

by l ightning if i t  is t a l l e r  than surrounding t rees ;  if  it stands i n  an  isolated 

locat ion o r  upon high ground; i f  i t  is  deeply roote5; o r  i f  i t  is wet with rain. 

Dr. W, J. Eumphreys, of the U, S. Weather Bureau,says: 

f f I n  general, the t r e e s  most l i k e l y  t o  be s t m c k  are  those that  have e i t h e r  

an extensive r o o t  system, l i k e  the locust,  or deep taproots, l i k e  the pine, and 

t h i s  f o r  the very obvious reason Ynat they a re  t'ne best  grounded and therefore, on 

the whole, o f fe r  the l e a s t  e l e c t r i c a l  resistancesn 

Further s tudies  o f  the re la t ions  of l i & t n i n g  t o  t r e e s  w i l l  doubtless include 

laboratory experiments on the e l e c t r i c  conductivity o f  d i f fe ren t  kinds of mod, t he  

Possible e f f e c t s  o f  d i f fe ren t  kinds o f  leaf surface, including the presence o r  ab- 

sence o f  h a i r s ,  tl;e passage of l i g h t n h g  discharges through t rees  without causing 

v is ib le  injury,  etc. 
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