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generation t o  generation, a r e  founded on careful  observation and somd COnTiOn sensec 

This does not :Jean that they are  i n f a l l i b l e ,  o r  near ly  so ,  but merely t h a t  there i s  

"ssoaet'ning i n  them", Sone of these r u l e s  a r e  more veluable ,tlm others, and some 

rules  that a r e  f a i r l y  trusiworthy i n  the regions where they originated a r e  worth-  

l e s s  i n  other regioils, t o  which they b v e  been t r a s p l a n t e d .  !I.'lus mch of the 

Weather l o r e  tkat OUT ancestors brought over f r o m  the Old morld i s  a m i s f i t  i n  

Arne r i c a. 

On the cther  hazld, a v e r j  large numler o f  traCitioml ru les  about weather. 

are  sxsers t l t ions ,  pcre and simple. It i s  a mistake t o  describe them as lfulforncle?.!: 

?Lhey are ,  i n  most cases, qui te  logical ly  founded on other superst i t ions and fell% 

c i e s  that once p s s e d  current  as sound wis6om. E h j ~  a r e  connected with the pre- 

teritious f o l l i e s  of astrology, vhich i n  bygone eges was in exactly as good stand- 

ing as astronorny i s  today. Such a notion as that the thickaess of the ngoosebone'f 

2nd narks f o m d  on i t  &fori! a cl-ae t o  the c'ilaracter o f  the subsequent winter i s  

closely &in t o  the doctrine of ffsignaturesn, which once prevailed i n  medicd 

botzny; according Lo which a -&at w i t h  heartshaped leaves was good f o r  hear t  d i e -  

ease, and s o  on. 
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