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Two of the earthas wind be l t s  that have been f o r  centuries of great practical  

in te res t  t o  mariners a re  the doldrums of the equatorial region and the roaring fo r t i e s  

of the south temperate zoneb 

The doldrums l i e  between the two trade-wind be l t s ,  in  the immediate neighbon? 

hood of the equator. The doldrwn be l t  i s  a region of l i g h t  and variable winds with 

m y  calms, and i s  fur ther  characterized by cloudy skies, su l t ry  weather, much rain 

and many violent thunderstorms. 

much dreaded by sailors, who were l iab le  t o  l i e  becalmed i n  i t  f o r  weeks together, 

In the days before steam navigation t h i s  region was 

The region known as the roaring f o r t i e s  l i e s  between 40 and 50 degrees south 

lati tude.  

where on the globe, and strong westerly winds blow with great constancy. 

these "brave west windsf' i t  i s  poss ih lo ,  eyren at the present day, fo r  sa i l ing  vessels 

Here there i s  a more unintorruptcd area of ocean than i s  t o  be found ilse- 

Thanks t o  

t o  compete with steamers in  t h i s  palrt of the world. 

t i s h  ports  t o  New Zealand l a y  the i r  course eastward by may of the Cape o f  Good Hope 

and return home by way o f  Cape Horr,, thus generally escaping head winds i n  southerly 

latitudes. 

Sail ing vessels bound f r o m  B r i -  
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