
A Science ,Service Le- 
Released on rece ip t  
but intended f o r  use 
April  18, 1929 Mailed April 11, 1929 

By C'narles Fitzhugh T a l r a q  
Authority on Meteorology 

ttmwn 
-.II 

It i s  one of the cur ios i t ies  of 1,ulgmge th&peoplo commonly spc& of tho  

a i r  as fliieavyn when i t  i s  ac tua l ly  l i g h t e r  than U S U L ~ ~ .  

t o  air of high r e l a t i v e  huniidity--muggy air-vhich i s  l i g h t e r ,  ;&lume f o r  vOlum0, 

than dry Moreover, the air  i s ,  i n  general, most  l i k e l y  t o  be, i n  tbi& condition 

St t inea of  low barometric prescuro, which, i n  i t s e l f ,  i s  n cause o f  diminished at- 

mos3heric densityb 

TLis expression i s  applied 
<?. 

l r t e  Professor Cleveland Abbe once vrrotel llIt i s  a common i d i o m  'Go 

~ p e &  of $.a heavy ntnosphorob whoa smoko s e t t l e s  Z L O ~  t o  the ground, o r  when heavy 

clouds form lor/ down and thyenten t o  x i n ;  

weather1 when wo arc conscious o f  a feel ing o f  oppressioa. 

"ncnvyl rfe a t t r i b u t e  t o  the ntmosphero something tknt fsally belongs t o  ourselves, 

so also we spec& of * d u l l  and hoavy 

In  t h i s  use of the nord 

When the smoko f a l l s  o r  the clouds drop rain i t  i s  not the air t h c t  i s  heavy, but tho 

thing tlmt falls. 

that  i s  s l igj i t ly  c>orangod; 

If we oxporienco an oppresivc f c c l k g ,  it i s  o u r  nervous system 

tlie oppression i s  n s t  a rmttcr of meiglit but i s  a C o r m  

plox physiulogical phenomenon. " 0  
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