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SPRIXG AED POXTS 

I n  a n  amusing essay published i n  the Forum, Frederick L. Allen complains 

tha t  many poets write of outdoor spring events i n  the northeastern United S ta t c s  as 

if the season ran on the same schedule there as i n  thc B r i t i s h  Isles. 

says ,  we have boon teaching t h i s  iiigily mislcaaing pootry to the young, who, "road- 

For ycnrs ,  k c  

ing about tho early lark, the da isy  a id  tho marigold, have looked o u t  the vindom at  

the bare braiiclies vhipped by t h e  east tviild and have corn t o  the pr iva te  comlusion 

tha t  the p e t s  nere a cock-eyed l o t  ~ d i o  wcnt i n t o  f r cnz ie s  over nothing." 

Ur. Allon face t ious ly  sqgosts tha t ,  as an  a l t e rna t ive  to  scrapping a l l  

t h i s  m i s f i t  spring poetry, rile adopt a "poetry-saving cnlondnrll ( a f t e r  the  model o f  

dayli&t-saviiig t*>, i.n n!:ich the f i r s t  of A p i l  is to  be  ca l led  the g i r s t  o f  lk rch ,  

and presumably - thouyb the a u t l o r  of the scheme i s  r a the r  vague '.n t h i s  point - all- 

o ther  sprinztimc da tes  a re  to  be s imi la r ly  pushed S a c k  a month. 

Unfortunately this simplc plan mould not work. March i n  the Brltlilh Is lcs  

is  a milder month, than iil l i e n  York and iha England, but Apr i l  tcmpersturos avcracc 

protrey much tho i s m e  C i i  both s ides  of tho o c a m ,  x-diilo &y i n  the northonstern Unitod 

Sl$+tos is  dccidoly 
bh, 

tm, i n  ~t general w q - ,  of  the programs of b i o l o g i c d  events ir ,  the two regions. 

warmer than i n B r i t a h .  Ylhat is  true of temperature is  lilrc17isc 
- J  , 

Hence tho proposcd s h i f t i n g  of dates,  while bringing CL ce r t a in  amount of h r c h  p n c t r y  

in to  conformity n i t h  f a c t a ,  would impair the accuracy of April  poems, an? r u i n  the 

pootry o f  Ykjy -- the pocts '  f avor i t e  month. 

( ~ 1 1  ri@its reserved by Science Service, Inc.) 

S CIENX S2,BVI CE, 
21s t  and B Sts., 
Tnshii~yton, D. C. 


