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T€E ATOLL CLOUD 
- I I_L_I I  

I n  his moiiograph on "Emte r  I s l andf f ,  publ ished some years  ago by the  Carnegie 

I n s t i t u t i o n  of Vashington, the  l z t e  7illiam Churchi l l  c a l l e d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  c h a ~ -  

a c t e r i s t i c  green clouds formed over the a t o l l s  of t he  P a c i f i c .  These " a t o l l  cioudsrf,  

as he imineii. t'iiem, a r e  usefnl t o  rmriners ,  who, without the  a i d  o f  these  natural beau 

cons, would kave 2 . i f f icu l ty  i n  l o c a t i n g  the low-lying c o r a l  is lands.  The clouds a r e  

formed by t'ne condensation of the  colunn o f  moisture r i s i n g  f r o m  the  aarni, shallow 

lagoons of the  atolls. The i r  green hue i s  due t o  tke  r e f l e c t i o n  of the lagoons be- 

nea th  them. Mr. Chxrcli i l l  wrote on this  subject :  

ffldy a t t e n t i o n  w a s  f i r s t  d i r ec t ed  upon the phenomenon by Polynesian s a i l o r s ,  

but  as soon as  the eye has once caught the  a g e a r a n c c  of t he  c l o d  i n  t h e  sky i t  i s  

t h e r e a f t e r  as u-mist,a.kable as t h e  loam of  t he  land i t s e l f ,  

c h a r z c t c r i s t i c  pale green t i n t  uFon e t h i n  white  (fl.oecy cumulus) cloud, t he  t i n t  

being nacreous,  bu t  no t  q u i t e  so pronounced. as the  shade of the  Ca l i fo rn ia  abalone 

she1 1.11 

I m y  desc r ibe  i t  as a 

The a t b l l  cloud i s  genera l ly  easy t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  from the  trade-wind cum11 

Of tLa same reg ion  both  on account of i t s  c o l o r  and a l s o  because i t  fo rms  a t  a low- 

e r  a l t i t u d e .  
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