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The Byrd an tarc t ic  expedition has had some exFeriences v i t h  bl izzards ,  but 

not so bad as those endured by Matvson and h i s  companions several  years ago i n  Adelie 

Land-the Ifhome of  the blizzardlf ,  and the windiest known region i n  the world, where, 

f o r  months a t  a time, the only var ia t ion from g d e s  i s  an occasional hurricane. The 

b i t t e r l y  cold violent  w i n d  o f  t h i s  region i s  bad enough, but its ef fec ts  a r e  great ly  

aggravated by the load of f i n e  snow, which cu ts  whatever i t  s t r i k e s  i n  the i,mnner of 

a saniLblast. For months, a t  Adelie k n d ,  the a i r  mas never f r e e  froin drif'c-snoyo 

A t  t i n e s  the d r i f t  mas so dense that objects three f e e t  away were obscurecl and the 

atmosphere seemed t o  be so l id  snow. 

The snow both hardens and abrzdes objects with which i t  coines i n  contact, 

"Pillars o f  ice",  says Nawsm, h e r e  cut through in  a fen  days, rope nns frayed, W O G ~  

etched and metal polished.* Some rusty dog chcins mere exposed t o  i t ,  and i n  a fern 

dfws, they had a def in i te  shsenc B deal box, facing the mind, l o s t  a l l  i t s  paixted 

bands and i n  a for tnight  mas han+s:xy&~ marked; the hard knotty f i b r e s  being o ~ l y  

s l igh t ly  attacked, whilst  the sa:t'i;Sj-n Fithy l m i n a e  were corroded t o  a depth of an 

eight11 of an inch." Even the rocks y;;-ere etched by the snow i n t o  art ist ic patterns. 
o f  3now 

One ef fec t  of these dr iving cloudsI/nas t o  produce f i n e  displays o f  St. 

81mors f i r e ;  more remarkable than any that have been reported eEsewhere in  the Ant- 

arctic.  

(All r i g h t s  reserved by Science Service, Inc.) 


