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By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authori ty  on Meteorology. 

__I FATA IAORGANA 

The term "Fats Morganall has been ayplied f o r  some c e n t u r i e s  t o  a complex 

-7ar ie ty  of mirage t h a t  haunts the  shore of the  S t r a i t  of Messina, where, looking ac ross  

the s t ra i t ,  one may, with the a i d  of the i m g i n a t i o n ,  occas iona l ly  see t lvarious multi- 

p l i e d  ob jec t s ,  such as nwnberless s e r i e s  of p i l a s t e r s ,  a rches ,  c a s t l e s  well del inea ted ,  

regular c o l m s ,  l o f t y  towers, superb pa laces  w i t h  ba lconies  and windows, extended 

a l l e y s  of t r e e s ,  d e l i g h t f u l  plz?.ins with he rds  and f locks ,  armies  of men on f o o t  and 

horseback, and many o the r  s t range  f igu res ,  a l l  i n  t n e i r  na.tural  c o l o r s  and proper  a@$ 

t ion ,  and pass ing  rapic?ly i n  succession a long  the surface of the  sea.11 The descrip- 

t i o n  quoted was Wri t ten by Antonio Minasi i n  1773. Sone l a t e r  desc r ip t ions  & r e  l e s s  

e m b e  ran t 

!The name of t h i s  o p t i c a l  phenomenon i s  the I t a l i a n  equivalent  of "Morgan l e  

Fayll, and King Arthur's f a i r y  %istsr is ,  according t o  legend, he ld  respons ib le  f o r  the 

a e r i a l  phantoms a t  the S t r e i t  of Tdessina. Nowadays the name is appl ied gene r i ca l ly  t o  

similar phenomena elsewhere. 

which i t  i s  t r e d i t i o n a l l y  a s soc ia t ed ,  and i t  i s  probably commonest i n * t y e  p o l e r  reg iocs  

e spec ia l ly  fit p l aces  where streams o f  r e l a t i v e l y  warm a i r  r i s e  through cracks  i n  the 

i c e  and encounter very cold e i r  above. 

e t u r e  (and hence of a i r  d e n s i t y )  i n  both v e r t i c e l  and ho r i zon ta l  d i r ec t ions ;  givj.,:g t 

cnmbination of the k inds  of atmospheric r e f r a c t i o n  known as super ior ,  i n f e r i o r  and 

1: t e r a l  mirage. 

Fata. Morgzna a p p w r s  t o  be r o t h e r  r a r e  e t  t he  p l ace  w i t k b  

I t  i s  the result of abrupt  c o n t r a s t s  of temn9elt- 
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